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health costs while penalizing those providers 
in low-cost areas for the same services; and 

Whereas, Wisconsin and other upper mid-
western states have traditionally been paid 
less per Medicare enrollee due to our effi-
cient, low-cost management of health care 
services; and 

Whereas, Wisconsin receives the 8th lowest 
Medicare payments per enrollee in the na-
tion; and 

Whereas, if Wisconsin received Medicare 
payments at the national average, an addi-
tional $1,000,000,000 in benefits would flow to 
our seniors and their health care providers; 
and 

Whereas, Wisconsin should no longer be a 
‘‘donor’’ state by contributing its fair share 
to the federal program while receiving fewer 
benefits and lower reimbursements in return; 
and 

Whereas, the failure of Wisconsin Medicare 
to cover the cost of health care for its bene-
ficiaries shifts the cost burden to employers 
and the privately insured, translating into a 
hidden tax increase that contributes to ris-
ing health insurance premiums and the unin-
sured population; and 

Whereas, an increase in the uninsured 
would have a detrimental impact on the 
health of many Wisconsin citizens, would 
drive up health care costs, and could lead to 
a significant rise in the use of government 
programs such as BadgerCare or Medical As-
sistance, thus requiring additional funding 
from Wisconsin taxpayers; and 

Whereas, another practical result of this 
payment inequity is that Wisconsin’s seniors 
are denied access to the broad range of af-
fordable benefits and services that seniors in 
many other states take for granted; and 

Whereas, in places where reimbursement 
rates are high, such as Florida, Medicare 
health maintenance organizations can offer 
their plans without a premium, while in Wis-
consin the Medicare population has limited 
access to health maintenance organization 
care; and 

Whereas, Wisconsin’s hospitals are paid 
14% less than their costs and thus rank 45th 
nationally in percentage of costs paid for 
providing services to Medicare beneficiaries; 
and 

Whereas, Wisconsin physicians are paid ap-
proximately one-third less of their costs, and 
Wisconsin consistently ranks nationally as 
one of the 10 lowest states in Medicare reim-
bursement for medical services provided; and 

Whereas, the impact of this inequity has 
not translated into the delay, by 50% of Wis-
consin physicians who treat Medicare pa-
tients, in the purchase of new and needed 
equipment; and 

Whereas, 15% of physicians have started 
restricting the number of new Medicare pa-
tients that they will accept while another 
9% can no longer afford to accept new Medi-
care patients, despite an aging Wisconsin 
population; and 

Whereas, physicians who are still currently 
seeing Medicare patients have reduced their 
number of weekly appointments by 18%; and 

Whereas, the Medicare cuts cost Wisconsin 
physicians $40,000,000 last year, forcing 6% of 
physicians to close their private practices 
because they could no longer cover their 
overhead costs and pay their staff; and 

Whereas, the impact of this inequity 
means the poor, disabled, and elderly will 
face serious challenges trying to access care; 
and 

Whereas, the impact of this inequity 
threatens the viability of our health care 
providers, especially in rural Wisconsin 
where Medicare enrollees typically con-
stitute over 50% of a hospital’s costs; and 

Whereas, allowing Medicare reimburse-
ment formula to exist in its current form 
will guarantee even greater cost-shifting, 

unending double-digit health insurance pre-
mium increases, an increase in the unin-
sured, a continued decrease in physicians ac-
cepting Medicare patients, and fewer hos-
pitals; and 

Whereas, Wisconsin hospitals, physicians, 
and insurers stand united in their effort to 
ensure that Wisconsin providers receive the 
payments that they deserve, and that pa-
tients receive the benefits that they deserve; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the senate, That the Wisconsin 
senate urges the members of the congres-
sional delegation from this state to work to 
enact legislation that would reform the cur-
rent Medicare system and create a funding 
method that will dispense equal benefits re-
gardless of geography; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the senate chief clerk shall 
send copies of this resolution to the Presi-
dent of the United States, the speaker of the 
U.S. house of representatives, the president 
of the U.S. senate, and all of the members of 
the congressional delegation from this state. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute: 

S. 724. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to exempt certain rocket pro-
pellants from prohibitions under that title 
on explosive materials. 

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment: 

S. 1233. A bill to authorize assistance for 
the National Great Blacks in Wax Museum 
and Justice Learning Center. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
committees were submitted: 

By Mr. McCAIN for the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

*Annette Sandberg, of Washington, to be 
Administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration. 

Coast Guard nomination of Rear Adm. (lh) 
Duncan C. Smith. 

Coast Guard nominations beginning Rear 
Adm. (lh) Sally Brice-O’Hara and ending 
Rear Adm. (lh) David B. Peterman, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
May 22, 2003. 

Coast Guard nomination of Mary Ann C. 
Gosling. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. GRAHAM of Florida: 
S. 1289. A bill to name the Department of 

Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, after Paul Wellstone; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HOLLINGS: 
S. 1290. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow an additional ad-
vance refunding of tax-exempt bonds issued 
for the purchase or maintenance of electric 
generation, transmission, or distribution as-
sets; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. BAUCUS): 

S. 1291. A bill to authorize the President to 
impose emergency import restrictions on ar-
chaeological or ethnological materials of 
Iraq until normalization of relations between 
the United States and the Government of 
Iraq has been established; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. 1292. A bill to establish a servitude and 

emancipation archival research clearing-
house in the National Archives; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. DEWINE, and Mr. 
EDWARDS): 

S. 1293. A bill to criminalize the sending of 
predatory and abusive e-mail; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. PRYOR): 

S. 1294. A bill to authorize grants for com-
munity telecommunications infrastructure 
planning and market development, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI: 
S. 1295. A bill to clarify the definition of 

rural airports; to the Committee on Finance. 
By Ms. MURKOWSKI: 

S. 1296. A bill to exempt seaplanes from 
certain transportation taxes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
TALENT): 

S. 1297. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, with respect to the jurisdiction 
of Federal courts inferior to the Supreme 
Court over certain cases and controversies 
involving the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 1298. A bill to amend the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to ensure 
the humane slaughter of non-ambulatory 
livestock, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 1299. A bill to amend the Trade Act of 
1974 to provide trade readjustment and devel-
opment enhancement for America’s commu-
nities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. CANTWELL: 
S. 1300. A bill to prohibit a health plan 

from contracting with a pharmacy benefit 
manager (PBM) unless the PBM satisfies cer-
tain requirements, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. DEWINE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 1301. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit video voyeurism in 
the special maritime and territorial jurisdic-
tion of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
WARNER, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. BIDEN, 
Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. BYRD, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. REID, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. KOHL, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. BREAUX, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. DODD, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
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